
I spent semester one of 

this academic year teach-

ing geoscience on a ship 

that sailed around the 

Baltic Sea and Atlantic 

Ocean. The voyage lasted 

four months, visiting four 

continents, 16 countries 

and 18 ports. This was my 

fourth voyage with the 

Semester at Sea program, 

a US educational organi-

zation that offers under-

graduates the opportunity 

to study towards their 

degree on a 'floating cam-

pus' (aka a refitted cruise 

ship). The ship is just like 

a 'normal campus' in that 

it has classrooms, a li-

brary and computer lab 

suite along with eating 

and residential halls. 

While at sea students take 

classes then, in port, they 

have the opportunity for 

independent travel, field 

trips and academic field 

labs, which link directly 

to classwork. The field 

labs I led studied sea 

level rise in Casablanca, 

coastal management in 

Cape Town and land-

slides in Rio de Janeiro, 

all of which I am able to 

use as case studies in the 

L6 Natural Hazards mod-

ule. On a personal level, 

highlights of this voyage 

included trekking in 

Patagonia, meeting Arch-

bishop Sir Desmond Tutu 

in South Africa and get-

ting involved with a new 

international research 

initiative in Ghana.  

Semester at Sea offers three 

voyages a year with modules 

across academic programmes. 

Some scholarships are availa-

ble for non US students. More 

information can be found at 

www.semesteratsea.org or 

please feel free to contact me 

at:  

S.Davies-Vollum@shu.ac.uk.  
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A semester at sea! 

“Mountains for Peace in the Balkans – Trekking 

through Kosovo, Montenegro and Albania” 
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Richard Hargreaves a Re-

tired Teacher and Climber 

guest lectures: 

Venue: Peak Lecture Thea-

tre, The Howard Building, 

Sheffield Hallam City Cen-

tre Campus, Sheffield, S1 

1WB.  

Booking information: Free 

to RGS-IBG Members and 

Fellows, Sheffield GA, Mem-

bers of Sheffield Hallam Univer-

sity, £5 to general public. 

GSChris@CSpeight.Plus.Com 
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Welcome 

This publication will be 
available to students on 
a bi-monthly basis. We 
aim to update with items 
of interest, news, events, 
summaries of recent 
research and share in our 
successes as academics, 
students and support 
staff. Do you have a 
success story you want 
to share? Email any 
suggestions to 
L.Pointon@shu.ac.uk 

Careers advice and 
employment service 
The careers and employ-

ment services within 

Sheffield Hallam can 

advise you on how to 

maximise your potential, 

aid with CV writing, or-

ganise mock interviews 

to practice your skills 

and give guidance on 

what experience you 

need to get into your 

relevant field of work. 

Your local advisor is 

Laura Kerley email:  

L.Kerley@shu.ac.uk or 

call 0114 225 6602.  

By Sian Davies-Vollum  

Right: Sian at the 

base of the Fitz-

roy Range in 

Patagonia.  

Left: Sian at the 

Rio de Janeiro 

Operations Cen-

tre, leading a 

field lab that 

focused on land-

slides (for a Nat-

ural Hazards 

module).  
ORN Research        
Conference 

 

On 24 January, Professor 

Lynn Crowe gave the key-

note address to the annual 

research meeting of the 

Outdoor Recreation Net-

work in Leeds. Lynn was 

asked to summarise cur-

rent research in this field 

and pose some personal 

questions about future 

directions. Discussions 

focused on how to remove 

barriers to outdoor recrea-

tion, particularly for young 

people and children. The 

ORN (http://

www.outdoorrecreation.or

g.uk) is a network of over 

26 government agencies 

and organisations in the 

UK and the Republic of 

Ireland aiming to promote 

outdoor recreation and 

increase public engage-

ment with the natural envi-

ronment. 
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ness of the breadth of 

topics that geography 

covers and to inspire 

passion amongst young-

sters to study the subject 

further.  The training ses-

sion provided our under-

graduates with the tools 

to create inspiring ses-

sions and activities to 

deliver in the classroom. 

Each RGS Ambassador is 

expected to deliver 5 

sessions in a minimum of 

two schools; they can visit 

schools in the local area, 

return to their old school 

or find schools on a spe-

cial Facebook site which 

Simon Faulkner of the 

Royal Geographical Soci-

ety visited Sheffield 

Hallam University on 19th 

February to deliver a 

workshop to 10 of our 

geography undergradu-

ates about becoming an 

RGS Ambassador. The 

RGS Ambassador's 

scheme was set up as 

part of the action plan for 

geography in 2006 and 

involves the provision of 

training to undergradu-

ates who then deliver 

sessions to school chil-

dren on studying geogra-

phy. The idea behind the 

scheme 

is to 

raise 

aware-

provides details of 

schools that have asked 

for an ambassador.  This 

is a fantastic opportunity 

to raise the profile of ge-

ography, to equip our 

students with transferable 

skills, provide them with 

some experience in the 

classroom and to pro-

mote Sheffield 

Hallam.  The students 

thoroughly enjoyed their 

session and will now be 

identifying schools they 

wish to run sessions in. 

Simon will be back in the 

autumn to deliver another 

training session. 

Undergraduates get to grips with the Geography 
Ambassador Scheme. 

On the 19th February four of our level 5 Building Surveying 

students won the student challenge organised by Chartered 

Institute of Building (CIOB) – Yorkshire branch.  

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Don't forget to book 

your place at the 

postgraduate fair - 

Come along to discover 

more about part-time, 

postgraduate and 

research study, our 

MBA, DBA and routes 

into teaching 

 

 

Congratulations to Dr Keith McKoy 

Congratulations to transport expert, Keith 

McKoy. Keith has just been awarded his 

Ph.D. for his research assessing political 

communications strategies and the media 

representation of controversial transport 

projects, such as the congestion charge. 

His findings could also be applied to other 

socio-economic and environmental issues, 

such as the recent flooding problems in 

the south-west. 

Sheffield Hallam University is an 

official supporter of the Grand 

Départ 2014, the UK section of  Le 

Tour de France. Check out all the 

information regarding the Grand 

Départ  and how you can get in-

volved on 

www.shu.ac.uk/tourdefrance 

http://www.shu.ac.uk/ad/studyfair/
http://www.shu.ac.uk/tourdefrance/

