
Real Estate academic gathers 19 specialists from around the 

world, to discuss the fate of Cold War nuclear bunkers. 

Luke Bennett, course leader for the BSc (Hons) Real Estate, is an acknowl-

edged expert on the lure, liabilities and management of contemporary 

ruins. He is best known for his research on abandoned - and formerly 'Top 

Secret' - military bunkers.  

 

At a day-long conference held as part of the Royal Geographical Society's 

annual conference in London in August 2014, experts brought together by 

Luke discussed how these redundant military structures are explored, 

repurposed or redeveloped around the world. Luke has now been asked 

by a publisher to produce an edited collection of the papers presented at 

this event.  

 

On the link to his teaching, Luke explained,  

 

'It is vital that we encourage our students to take a broad view of real estate. 

Surveyors need to be able to think creatively about the re-use potential of 

any structures that might come into their care. Research like this helps to 

remind us staff and students alike of this constant process of change and 

shifting priorities at work in the built environment'. 

 

Their removal  and degradation  severely com-

promises planetary ability to respond to and miti-

gate problems like climate change, damaging 

people, wildlife and the economy. Find out more 

on www.ukeconet.org.    

In September 2014, a major conference, ‘In The 

Bog’ was hosted by Sheffield Hallam University’s 

Department of the Natural and Built Environment. 

Led by Professor Ian Rotherham, peatland ecolo-

gy, landscape, archaeology & heritage were the 

themes of this global event.  

 

Contributions from around the world considered 

issues of peatland ecologies, histories of use and 

exploitation, contributions to ‘ecosystem ser-

vices’, and, importantly, of restoration. Interna-

tional peatlands have shrunk dramatically over 

the centuries, contributing to global environmen-

tal change.  Former student Mark Walker manning the book stall.  

A disused Cold War bunker   

(source: Carolyn Gibbeson) 

'In The Bog' Conference 

Left: Professor Richard Oram from University of Stirling. 

If you have any items you would like to see included in the Natural and Built Environment Departmental newsletter,  

please contact: Lucy Pointon (email: l.pointon@shu.ac.uk). 

Thirty-five DNBE post-

graduates studying Real Es-

tate, Construction Manage-

ment, Quantity Surveying and 

Building Surveying,  travelled 

to Shanghai this spring. Each 

team analysed the develop-

ment opportunities on a site 

in the Suhe Creek Master 

Planning Area and then pre-

sented their ideas to their 

“client” at the end of the 

week.  Sam Moorwood 

MRICS, Senior Lecturer and 

trip organiser said: 

“Shanghai is the perfect city to 

study because the market is so 

dynamic and new ideas are all 

around us.  The students took 

on a big challenge and im-

pressed us with their imagina-

tive proposals.  They enjoyed 

meeting a host of RICS compa-

nies and acting as consultants. 

They explored real issues with 

professionals from Jones Lang 

Lasalle, Benoy Architects, 

Savills, Turner and Town-

send, and Langdon Seah. 

A highlight was the final 

presentations in this pres-

tigious historic venue.                             

The Foster-designed Suhe 

Creek Development has 

been an inspiration to the 

students and clearly sets 

a new standard in this excit-

ing area.”  

Our students will be re-

turning this year and it will 

be exciting to see how the 

North Bank has taken off. 
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Shanghai Field Trip 

In June, Sian Davies-Vollum 

(course leader for our B.Sc. 

Geography degree) was 

fortunate to visit Ghana to 

participate in a research 

project studying climate 

change resilience in the 

coastal town of Winneba. 

The project involves re-

searchers in geography, 

GIS, horticulture, landscape 

architecture and education 

from the University Of Vir-

ginia (U.S.A.), The Universi-

ty of Ghana and the Univer-

sity of Education in Winneba 

(Ghana).  

Sian explains her research: 

 

 

"We are looking at how 

various aspects of climate 

and environmental change 

are affecting the town and 

the possible adaptations 

that will improve resilience 

to these changes. My work 

focuses on the impacts of 

sea level rise and coastal 

erosion on the lagoon-

barrier beach complex at 

the outskirts of the town. 

The area has been desig-

nated a Ramsar site and is 

of international importance 

for its migrating bird pop-

ulation.  

I am using archived aerial 

images and data collected 

this summer to compare 

the coastline of 40 years ago 

with the coastline of today. 

This analysis will allow us to 

predict he effects of projected 

sea level rise throughout this 

century. Results will feed into 

management plans for the 
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DNBE Postgraduate students in Shanghai 

Sian Davies-Vollum at the barrier beach,  

Welcome 

At the start of this excit-

ing academic year, I 

would like to welcome 

all our new and return-

ing students to the De-

partment of the Natural 

and Built Environment. 

Our Department ex-

pects around 350 new 

undergraduate stu-

dents and 120 post-

graduate students to 

be enrolling this week 

from all over the UK 

and overseas, and we 

also deliver courses 

with partners in the 

Middle East and the 

Far East. You are join-

ing an academic com-

munity whose main aim 

is to understand, de-

sign and shape our 

world. We hope you 

are as passionate about 

your subject as we are, 

and we wish you well 

in your future studies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Norman Wienand, 

Head of the Depart-

ment of the Natural & 

Built Environment  

Coastal research in Ghana 



We have four Student Societies in 

our Department – run by students 

for students. The Societies are a 

brilliant opportunity to meet other 

students from across all years for 

social and subject related activities. 

Guest speakers, films, pub quizzes, 

field trips and practical activities 

are just some of the things you can 

enjoy.  

 

Our Architecture Society 

(Facebook: SHarc, web site: http://

sharchitecture.co.uk, twitter: 

@SHUSharc) won the National Un-

ion of Students' prizes for Best New 

Society 2012 and Outstanding Soci-

ety of the Year 2013. As well as a 

great programme of events, SHarc 

have also pioneered a mentoring 

scheme between first and final year 

students, and run practical work-

shops with acclaimed architects. 

The Geog Soc is headed up by Ben 

Smith – and there is an exciting 

programme of speakers, films and 

social events already planned for this 

term. Come and find them at the Fresh-

ers' Activities Fair (Tuesday 23rd Sep-

tember 2-6pm in the HUBS), or meet up 

with fellow students during the induc-

tion activities. 

 

It's planned to reinvigorate the Environ-

ment Society this term. We'll be looking 

for students who have enthusiasm and 

drive. This is a brilliant opportunity to 

put your creative and organisational 

skills to the test. There'll 

be plenty of support 

from the student union, 

staff and other student 

societies, and the Socie-

ty still has its own web 

page  (Facebook: Envi-

ronmental Society 

Hallam), but this is your 

chance to make the 

society that you want.  

Our Built Environment 

Society sets out to help 

students improve and 

develop personal as well as profes-

sional skills. It also encourages net-

working with external agencies and 

companies - in essence, building you 

and your career through CPD and a 

range of other activities. You can 

follow them on twitter @SHUBESS or 

join them on Facebook: SHU BESS. 
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STUDENT SOCIETIES IN DNBE 

Lambert Smith Hampton office welcomes talented new recruits 

the property sector. Having a network 

of excellent universities in the north 

allows us to continuously recruit some 

of the very best graduates around. This 

is reflected by the recent talent recruit-

ed from Sheffield Hallam University 

and being able to offer permanent po-

sitions to former placement students.”  

Lambton Smith and Hampton have a 

close relationship with our Department. 

They have recently strengthened their 

Manchester team with the appointment 

of new graduate Tom Brown and four 

placement students. 

Tom Brown has recently graduated with 

a Bachelor's Degree in Real Estate, and  

students Nick Coffey, Eleanor Furness, 

Harry Fullerton and Ellis Hearfield join 

as placement positions in the Building 

Consultancy, Lease Advisory and Valu-

ation teams. 

In addition to the new appointments, 

former placement students; Ian Scott, 

Holly Armitage and Emily Templeton 

will stay on as part time placements in 

the Valuation, Business Rate and Lease 

Advisory teams whilst completing their 

degrees and have been offered perma-

nent positions on our graduate program 

following graduation in summer 2015. 

Abid Jaffry, head of the Manchester 

office, said: “Lambert Smith Hampton is 

committed to developing the next gen-

eration of talented professionals within 

THE N ATUR AL  AN D  B UIL T EN VIR ON MEN T  

Below: The SHarc Winter Ball in the 
Sheffield Millennium Gallery 

Above: Sheffield Hallam University students Nick 

Coffey, Eleanor Furness, Harry Fullerton and Ellis 

Hearfield Pictured with Abid Jaffry Head of LSH Man-

chester Office.  

If you're interested in en-

thusing the next generation 

of students to study geogra-

phy, then this is your 

chance to learn how to de-

liver sessions in secondary 

schools.  

This half day's training is 

delivered in a fun and infor-

mal style and will equip 

you with the resources and 

skills needed to visit 

schools in the local area or 

near your home. To find out 

more visit their web page - 

http://www.rgs.org/OurWork
/Schools/Careers+and+Furt
her+Study/Promoting+and+
support-
ing+geography+in+your+sc
hool+or+college/Geography
+Ambassador+scheme.htm  

or speak to the DNBE  

Geography course team. 

Royal Geographical Society  

Ambassdors' Scheme 
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Check out the following tips from academic and stu-

dent services colleagues for interesting and unusual 

ways to explore the city.   

● Enjoy the Botanic Gardens, one of Sheffield’s most 

lovely oases of tranquillity - only metres from lively Ec-

clesall Road.  It’s the place to hang out with friends, 

meet cheeky squirrels and a find a stately bear.  There’s 

a café by the pavilions at the top of the Gardens too. 

(Recommended by Suzanne Leckie)  

●  Ecclesall woods is the largest urban woodland in the 

UK, and Abbeydale Industrial Hamlet (opposite the 

woodland) is a great place to experience Sheffield’s 

industrial past (Recommended by Doug Fraser). 

●  Catch a stopping train along the Hope Valley line, 

and get off at Grindleford, to walk up the beautiful 

Padley Gorge to the National Trust Longshaw Estate. 

Get a mug of tea and a bacon buttie in the Grindleford 

café on the way back. (Recommended by Lynn Crowe) 

●  Visit Weston Park Museum – fab exhibits on Sheffield’s 

history, including the background to the Park Hill flats de-

velopment towering over the railway station. 

(Recommended by Alan Patterson) 

●  Check out http://www.ourfaveplaces.co.uk/ - the online 

guide to what’s happening in Sheffield and where 

(Recommended by Lynn Crowe). 

 
● Take a bus ride out to Parsley Hay in the Peak District 

and hire a bike for the day - there are plenty of cycle 

tracks to choose from. (Recommended by Hannah Pack-

man).  

expect to get from a small sarnie 

shop. Check out the Facebook 

page (https://

www.facebook.com/TillysCafe) 

to get the daily Specials. 

(Recommended  by Danny 

Howson).  

Tilly's Cafe 

The traditional 'sandwich shop' 

is slowly becoming extinct. 

However there are still some 

places that are doing good 

business because of their qual-

ity grub! Tilly's is a bit of a hid-

den gem in Sheffield. It is 

tucked away on Matilda 

Street, just round the corner 

from the BBC Radio Sheffield 

building and only a 5 minute 

walk from the train station. At 

Tilly's you get the usual sand-

wich shop food including 

every breakfast item you 

could imagine. The unique 

thing about Tilly's is the daily 

specials that you wouldn't 
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Top Tips for Exploring Sheffield! 

Foodie Top Tips 

A helpful Map from Liz Laycock 
adorned with a few hints and tips.  

Right: Sheffield 
Botanical Gardens. 

Champs 

The legendary Champs. Situated at the Town 

Centre end of Eccy Road. The outdoor seating 

area and modern feel to the place make it a 

fantastic place to watch sporting events, eat, or 

get a few drinks in with your friends. Onto the 

Food they serve up burgers, ribs, wings, steaks 

and sarnies, however what separates Champs 

from the rest is the Kamikaze Wings Challenge. 

6 wings in unbelievably hot sauce that is only 

for the brave………or stupid. There is a fantas-

tic reward though… A certificate and a picture 

on the Facebook page! Some think this isn't a 

good enough prize for giving your tongue 3rd 

degree burns but then again I suppose it's 

more for feeling of self-satisfaction and accom-

plishment. (Recommended by Danny Howson) 

 

 

 

 

 

Nourish 

I highly recommend Nourish Restaurant (on 

Pinstone Street) they do really nice clean, 

wholesome food – they are on twitter:  https://

twitter.com/nourishfastfood - great for lunch 

time. (Recommended by Elouise Hearnshaw). 

Left: Tilly's Cafe 

Right: 
Champs 
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